MLFA
Injury/Concussion Policy 2011
The well-being of our players is of paramount concern during any practice or game.  Parents, coaches and officials are asked to make all efforts to ensure that injured players do not continue to participate in practice or games.  
The coaches/officials are not responsible for the evaluation or management of a player after he is injured and removed from play.  The responsibility for further evaluating and managing the symptomatic player falls upon the player’s parent(s) and their choice of appropriate health care professionals (AHCP).  If a player is diagnosed by an AHCP with an injury which limits his participation from play, it is the player’s parent(s) responsibility to receive a release from the AHCP for the players return to play.  Coaches/officials do not need written permission for a player to return nor do the coaches/officials need to verify the credentials of the AHCP.  
Concussions at all levels of sports have received a great deal of attention in the past few years.  Attention has increased even more so over the past year, culminating with the NFL, NCAA and NFHS testifying before the United States Congress about what each organization is doing to protect athletes from concussion.  The MLFA has reviewed our history with this injury and plan to implement a practical approach going forward. 
Our goal is to educate, prevent and protect our players with regard to concussions.  Players, parent(s) and coaches will receive information listing the common signs and symptoms of a concussion.  If the common signs and symptoms of a concussion occur with a player, the player’s parent(s) are responsible for determining if a diagnosis is necessary from an AHCP. 

